Organizational Capability

The Schar School of Policy and Government at George Mason University has a history of conducting multi- and trans-disciplinary social and policy research, and recognizes as part of its mission the importance of combining the expertise and capacities of multiple institutions, disciplines, and professions in addressing complex problems. Previous and ongoing activities have already developed a tremendous base of executive education, advanced training, and study abroad programs, with expertise in public administration, public policy, political science, economics, regional and comparative analysis, and urban planning, to name a few. 
Further, to support Schar School efforts, Mason: 1) maintains a well-developed information technology system with state-of-the-art equipment, software, and support with onsite storage capacity; 2) is experienced in dealing with sensitive information and compartmentalized secure data laboratories; and 3) offers a well-developed infrastructure and web management systems to support students remotely. The university also has available the core capacities to develop, conduct, and assess programs to take scientific applications and techniques into an operational status. 

The Schar School research centers, institutes, and initiatives focus on issues ranging from international security and commerce to transportation logistics. Each unit is headed by a distinguished Schar School faculty member, who harnesses the resources of the School as well as those of external sponsors to conduct a wide range of projects. From forecasts for the regional economy provided by the Center for Regional Analysis to Terrorism, Transnational Crime and Corruption Center's analysis of corruption and illicit international trade, the Schar School tackles a plethora of real-world challenges. Schar School doctoral students collaborate with faculty and contribute to the centers' research by participating in sponsored projects, sharing their work at research conferences, and publishing articles and reports.

School Centers and Institutes

Center for Advancing Correctional Excellence (ACE!)

The Center for Advancing Correctional Excellence (ACE!) conducts public policy research to improve outcomes from the justice and health systems while advancing scientific knowledge about effective interventions, successful implementation and high performing organizations. Center faculty and students design and conduct original research that addresses key policy questions and improves methodologies for conducting studies in justice and health settings and translating evidence into practice. ACE! is an active, engaged research center serving Virginia, the nation, and the world.

Center for Business Civic Engagement

The Center for Business Civic Engagement (CBCE) conducts research on a wide range of topics revolving on how public institutions can utilize private sector tools to be more effective and efficient in their missions. The focus of the center revolves around government financial transparency, government accountability, civic engagement, and best practices in business advocacy so government can make informed decisions on public policy.
Center for Energy Science and Policy

Then Center for Energy Science and Policy (CESP) is a joint-initiative of the Schar School of Policy and Government and the School of Business, and is a multidisciplinary, vibrant, energy science and policy hub. The Center focuses on developing innovative, integrative applied science and policy solutions for the energy security, sustainability, and resilience challenges of Virginia and beyond. In addition to energy research, the Center also offers innovative educational opportunities through interactive workshops, comprised of practitioners and academicians.

Gender and Policy Center

The Gender and Policy (GAP) Center at George Mason University’s Schar School of Policy and Government addresses a compelling area of interest in the fields of public policy and politics, and offers the opportunity for the Schar School to develop and promote its expertise in a field where scholarship, like its subject, is underrepresented and sorely needed. With the GAP initiative, the Schar School is able to expand upon existing expertise and marshal its forces to questions of current public interest regarding the role of gender in public policy, particularly where disparities in outcomes or representation are evident. The GAP initiative tackles topics in the areas of women’s representation in elective politics and public authority; public affairs education; women’s health and wellbeing; gender-based violence; and gender disparities in areas such as immigration.
Michael V. Hayden Center for Intelligence, Policy, and International Security

The threats to global security have rarely ever been so great in scope and number—in such a complex, complicated world, intelligence has never been more vital. The Michael V. Hayden Center for Intelligence, Policy, and International Security at the Schar School for Policy and Government provides for the full examination of intelligence and its interplay with U.S. national security.

Center for Micro-Economic Policy Research

The Center for Micro-Economic Policy Research (CMEPR) is a is a forum for policy-relevant research using micro-economic and micro-econometric methods. Hosted by GMU’s Schar School of Policy and Government, CMEPR organizes regular seminars through a series called the “Micro-Economic Policy Seminar” (MEPS). MEPS speakers include prominent micro-economists from inside and outside George Mason University, in particular drawing on the many universities, agencies, and research organizations in the D.C. area. MEPS is sometimes organized as a micro-econometrics reading group, in which students present selected papers, with a focus on design of research question and the types of data and econometrics methods used to address the question.
Center for Regional Analysis

The Center for Regional Analysis (CRS) is the clearinghouse for economic data and forecasts specific to the Washington, D.C. region. Its fiscal analyses, economic indicators, demographic studies, information services, and data products are relied on by business and government executives as they seek to stimulate investment and development and spur enterprise in Northern Virginia, Washington, D.C., and suburban Maryland. 
Center for Science, Technology, and Innovation Policy

The Center for Science, Technology, and Innovation Policy at George Mason University's Schar School of Policy and Government is dedicated to better understanding how public policy shapes scientific discovery and technological innovation. Science and technology are complex social phenomena that arise from the interactions of individuals and organizations, public and private institutions, and markets, cultures, and politics.

Center for Security Policy Studies

The Center for Security Policy Studies (CSPS) provides a vibrant intellectual space for Mason students and faculty to work alongside government, military, think tank and private sector experts to address today’s pressing security issues. Such challenges range from so-called ‘traditional’ threats, including great power conflict, civil war, nuclear proliferation, and terrorism, to so-called ‘nontraditional’ threats, including climate change, pandemic disease, demographic shifts, extreme poverty, state failure and refugee crises.
Center for the Study of Social Change, Institutions, and Policy

The Center for the Study of Social Change, Institutions and Policy (SCIP) conducts research on a wide range of global issues. Current topics include the effects of migration and ethnic and population change on political stability and conflict; the diffusion and decline of democracy; the impact of network structure on national politics and international relations; how long-term and radical changes in technology affect social welfare; and the causes and consequences of changing national and global inequality.
Center for Transportation Public – Private Partnership Policy

The Center for Transportation Public-Private Partnership Policy was launched with the support of the Commonwealth of Virginia to develop advanced research and education in this rapidly evolving field. Virginia is a leader in innovative finance in the U.S. – the Commonwealth’s 1995 Public-Private Transportation Act (PPTA) was one of the first state laws of its type. Virginia’s program has continued to expand with major facility improvements throughout the state as evidence of its impact.
Terrorism, Transnational Crime and Corruption Center

The Terrorism, Transnational Crime and Corruption Center (TraCCC) is the first center in the United States devoted to understanding the links among terrorism, transnational crime and corruption, and to teach, research, train and help formulate policy on these critical issues. TraCCC is a research center within the Schar School of Policy and Government.

School Institutes

Stephen S. Fuller Institute

The Stephen S. Fuller Institute is the premier source for information and analysis of Greater Washington’s regional economy. Through consistent monitoring of regional issues and the economy, the Institute is able to identify critical conditions and trends impacting the future vitality of the Washington region’s economy. Regularly communicating these findings and producing timely research on short- and long-term regional policy options ensure local business and government leaders are equipped with the data needed to make informed decisions regarding the region’s future.

School Initiatives

Virginia Almanac Project

The Schar School’s Virginia Almanac Project provides an informative record of legislative sources, key decision-makers, and the legislative process. The new online edition outlines the basic framework of Virginia politics by providing the raw data for analyzing the record of members of the General Assembly. As a historical tool the Almanac is useful to lobbyists, libraries, civic activists, and researchers. 

University-Level Centers
Center for Resilient and Sustainable Communities 

The Center for Resilient and Sustainable Communities’ (C-RASC) vision is to support communities worldwide to create life-changing social and economic opportunities through locally led, bottom-up resilience and sustainability initiatives supported by effective, replicable models. C-RASC will complement and reinforce Mason’s Institute for a Sustainable Earth by focusing on resilience and its relationship to sustainability. Distinguishing features include: 1) concentrating on bottom-up, community-led approaches; 2) addressing resilience in comprehensive and measurable ways; 3) integrating the impacts and policy implications of converging, accelerating technological changes; and 4) including practitioners with field experience.

Center for Advancing Human-Machine Partnership

The Center for Advancing Human-Machine Partnership (CAHMP) transforms social anxiety into social resonance by pursuing convergent research on how to restructure and optimize reciprocal relationships between humans and assistive computing systems. Humans and machines must be able to communicate seamlessly while dynamically learning from each other in a personalized context, and they must do so within a collaborative framework that engenders trust and ethical conduct. CAHMP is a catalyst of convergent, interdisciplinary, and fundamental research on human-machine partnership dynamics, focusing on 1) intuitive communication, 2) adaptive interactivity, 3) ethical partnership, and 4) cross-cutting societal impacts. 

